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REVIEWS 


Encyclopedia Americana ... New 

York, Chicago, Americana Corp. 

The Subscription Books Committee was 
expecting to review the 1943 edition of the 
Encyclopedia Americana when the note re- 
garding the set was prepared for the October 
Bulletin. However, since the 1943 edition, 
with the exception of material on Latin 
America, embodies only minor changes from 
the set last reviewed, a new evaluation will 
be postponed until a more extensive revision 


is published. 


Hammond’s New World Loose-Leaf 
Atlas Service. 5icm. (binder size) New 
York, C. §. Hammond & Co., Inc. $5 
per year. 

This service consists of correction sheets 


issued to keep up to date Hammond’s New 
W orld Loose-Leaf Atlas, reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, January 1931. 
The publishers state that Hammond’s New 
W orld Loose-Leaf Atlas is now out of print. 
The service, however, is still offered for sale. 

The annual charge for the service is 
$5 for two installments of correction 
sheets. The number of pages or maps 
issued annually ranges from sixteen to thirty- 
two. According to the publishers, the serv- 
ice was first started in 1919 to supplement 
the original edition of Hammond’s New 
W orld Loose-Leaf Atlas. Subsequent edi- 
tions included all correction sheets from 
1919 to date of issue. Back issues of maps 
for the past four years are available to sub- 
scribers at the regular charge. 
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Through August 27, sixteen pages of cor- 
rection sheets were issued in 1943. These 
include two Air Age maps of the world. 
The first of these is a full-page map using 
the azimuthal equidistant projection— 
tangent at Washington, D. C. (The fol- 
lowing description appears on the map: “It 
has been constructed with Washington, 
D. C., as its center and presents the group- 
ing of the continents and oceans around this 
focal point. From Washington a straight 
line drawn to any other point on the map 
represents a Great Circle, that is, the short- 
est distance between these two points.”) 
The scale is given in statute and nautical 
miles. ‘Table of flying time is also given. 
On the verso of the same sheet is found a 
second Air Age map of the world. Here 
polar projection has been used with the 
North Pole as center. This projection is also 
known as a Great Circle map. These maps 
and one titled ““The War in the Pacific,” in 
which Mercator projection is used, are new, 
rather than correctional. 


supplemental 
United Nations and Japanese supply routes 


are shown. Maps in Hammond’s New 
W orld Loose-Leaf Atlas Service do not com- 
monly indicate or explain the projection 
used. The growing popular consciousness 
of principles of cartography makes this in- 
formation valuable. 

In addition to the maps listed above, other 
war areas are covered by a double-page map 
of The Mediterranean, including Europe 
and Northern Africa, maps of the Solomon 
Islands, of the Bismarck Archipelago and 
Eastern New Guinea, and of Alaska, il- 
lustrating its remarkable strategic position. 
The two latter are half-page maps. 

Four full-page South American maps have 
been supplied to replace others. Three of 
these are sectional maps. Relief is shown 
by hachuring which is indistinct. An index 
of place names is given on the verso of each 


map. Population figures have been cor- 
rected and dated. On the sectional maps, 
forts, battlefields, railroads, lights and light- 
houses, submarine telegraph, falls and rapids, 
elevation and depth are indicated. A cor- 
rection sheet for the map of Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island 
completes the first installment of maps is- 
sued in 1943. 

A check of maps supplied in 1942 shows 
that a total of twenty-two were issued plus 
sheets of census figures. The 1942 maps 
were largely correction sheets for states of 
the United States and provinces of Canada. 
Population figures are given as of 1940. In 
some cases material given on an earlier map 
has been deleted. Except for new popula- 
tion data, additions and changes for 1942 
do not constitute a major improvement in 
the service. A Great Circle chart of the 
North Atlantic Ocean was issued in 1942. 
A folded map of the Pacific Ocean, showing 
United Nations and Japanese bases, time 
zones, flying distances, the United States 
and possessions, and Japan and its controlled 
areas is not dated but must have been sup- 
plied in 1942 or 1943. 

For war use, the maps issued in 1943 ap- 
pear more valuable than those of 1942. The 
service is expensive in view of the small 
amount of actual new material and the few 
revised maps supplied each year. Maps 
showing physical features have special sig- 
nificance and interest in wartime. ‘The 
service under review is weak in this respect, 
especially in its maps of foreign countries. 
Of the maps issued in 1942-43, relief is shown 
only on the South American maps. As is 
indicated by the list of maps issued in 1943, 
there is a tendency to use varied projections 
which should be commended. 

The new sheets are numbered to cor- 
respond with sheets which they replace and 
are dated by serial number for each install- 
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ment thus, 43-11-42, the last figure being 
the year of issue. The map supplements 
include an unusually large number of place 
names, in the location of which the number 
and letter system of indexing is helpful. 
Occasionally sheets are issued which con- 
tain entirely new maps. The number of 
these over a period of years has made the 
atlas bulky and the insertion of new maps 
difficult. The issuance of the supplements 
only twice annually affects the timeliness of 
this service, an important point in the con- 
sideration of the adequacy of any map service 
to meet the increasing demand for current 
information. 

Hammond’s New World Loose-Leaf 
Atlas Service is not recommended for pur- 
chase because it lacks timeliness and the maps 
are not significant for the interpretation of 
current military developments. 


Key to the Universe; the World Re- 
Mapped, Historic Rise and Fall of Na- 
tions, the March of America. 1940 ed. 
28cm. Chicago, National Institute of 
Public Education, c1940 by The Geo- 
graphical Publishing Co. xxxii, 224, 
xxxiip. illus. maps. pyroxylin-coated imi- 
tation leather. Original price $5; cur- 
rent price information not available. 

This volume consists of two major sec- 
tions : “Key to the Constitution of the United 
States,” by Francis Clay Harley; and “Key 
to the Universe,” by Lloyd Edwin Smith, 
edited by Frederick K. Branom. 

The first of these, “Key to the Constitu- 
tion,” contains a reproduction of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, a profusely illustrated 
copy of the Federal Constitution and its 
Amendments with marginal summaries of 
their content, Washington’s Farewell Ad- 
dress, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, a page 
of questions and answers on the Constitution, 
and several pages of miscellaneous material. 


The second section, “Key to the Uni- 
verse,” comprises the major portion of the 
book. Its author is identified as “Assistant 
Editor, Little Blue Books, World Famous 
Stories and contributor to nationally re- 
nowned magazines” ; Frederick K. Branom, 
its editor, is head of the Department of 
Geography, Chicago Normal College, and 
the author of numerous publications in the 
geographical field. This section includes a 
history of geography and exploration, a brief 
discussion of the solar system, descriptive 
information on the various sections of the 
world, supplemented by eighty-two colored 
maps of the United States and foreign coun- 
tries. Two additional divisions on historical 
and economic geography with a gazetteer of 
the North, Central, and South American 
countries complete the volume. The whole 
is prefaced by a table of contents, an alpha- 
betical index to text material, and a table of 
colored maps. 

No editor is listed for the volume, a fact 
that may explain the lack of logical arrange- 
ment and the awkward pagination. The 
Table of Contents contains no entry for “Key 
to the Constitution,” one of the two major 
sections of the book, to which introductory 
pages iii-xxxii are devoted. 

According to the Table of Contents, pages 
1-6 of the section “Key to the Universe” 
should contain a glossary of geographical 
terms ; however, the glossary actually begins 
on page 12, continues from abyss to silvas 
and comes to an abrupt end. Most of page 
11 is reprinted as page 17. Information on 
the Antarctic regions, which occurs on both 
pages, is brought only to 1930 on page 11, © 
but to 1939 on page 17. 

The section containing descriptive infor- 
mation on various regions of the world is 
confusing both in arrangement and content. 
Regarding arrangement, there is frequent in- 
consistency in the subordination of material. 
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Often this is due to failure to distinguish 
between headings for divisions and subdi- 
visions of a subject, e.g., headings for Canada 
and its provinces. Also in this section, fail- 
ure to follow an alphabetic arrangement for 
countries, for which geographical data are 
given, increases difficulty in locating mate- 
rial. The following sentences from the de- 
scriptive information on Labrador illustrate 
lack of clarity in content: “Labrador is the 
name of the great peninsula most of which 
belongs to Quebec. It is also the name of 
that part of the peninsula which is now in- 
cluded in the separate dominion of New- 
foundland.” 

The volume is profusely illustrated with 
half-tones, most of which are indistinct. 

The maps are uneven in quality and have 
little to recommend them. Some of the 
European ones give evidence of having been 
used for some other purpose. For instance, 
the map of the Netherlands indicates, by 
broad red lines, submarine bases, airports, 
bridges, etc. The map of the Balkans has 
an arrow pointing to Bari with the legend 
“Italy has closed the port of Bari to all 
shipping.” Poland, Austria, and Czechoslo- 
vakia are not mentioned in the Table of Con- 
tents and are indicated only in red outline 
on a map labeled “Germany” and in a series 
of maps showing Germany’s growth since 
the Versailles Treaty. Many of the maps 
show evidence of antiquity, and in some cases 
the color registry is so poor as to make parts 
of a map illegible. 

Supplementary pages i-xxxii consist of a 
gazetteer and index to the maps on pages 
87-144. As an index, the section is of little 
value since it is arranged by state for the 
United States, by province for Canada, by 
country for South America and by city for 
Mexico and Central America. States of 
the United States and cities of Central Amer- 
ica are listed alphabetically ; Canadian prov- 


inces and South American countries are not. 
No reference is given to the page on which 
the map appears. Gazetteer information is 
outdated and incomplete. For towns in the 
United States, only approximate population 
figures, based on the 1930 census, are given, 
while for towns in Latin America, popula- 
tion figures are for the most part lacking. 
Key to the Universe is not recommended. 


Voices of History; Great Speeches and 
Papers of the Year 1941 ... ed. by Frank- 
lin Watts. 24cm. New York, Franklin 
Watts, Inc., c1942. vii-xxiii, 669p. cloth 
$3.50. 

Voices of History, 1942-43; Speeches 
and Papers of Roosevelt, Churchill, 
Stalin, Chiang, Hitler, and Other Lead- 
ers Delivered during 1942. Franklin 
Watts, ed., Barbara E. Leighton, associate 
ed. 24cm. New York, Gramercy Publish- 
ing Co., c1943. vii-xviii, ;2), 759p. maps. 
cloth $3.50. 

The 1941 edition is the first of a series of 
annual volumes bringing together the vital 
papers of the year. Included are declara- 
tions of war, messages to Congress, diplo- 
matic exchanges, treaties and agreements. 

In the Introduction, Dr. Charles A. Beard 
states that “speeches, statements and papers 

. are necessary aids to any person who 
would grapple intelligently with the events 

of the time.” ‘This volume represents a 

selection made, with the advice and counsel 

of Dr. Beard, of “papers which fairly and 
accurately represent the Axis philosophies 
of life, policies, and intentions as well as 
those of the United Nations.” The papers 
included have been printed according to Dr. 

Beard “in the stark form in which they were 

officially presented to the public, or in trans- 

lations made by competent hands.” The 

Axis war pacts, Goebbel’s plea for winter 

clothing, the Japanese field service code, the 
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Atlantic Charter, Cordell Hull’s speech on 
postwar trade, the address of President 
Roosevelt to the International Labor Organ- 
ization delegates, and the announcement of 
the assumption of command of the army by 
Hitler are some of the inclusions. 

According to the Introduction “all ad- 
dresses, statements, and documents compos- 
ing the collection are official . . . from the 
heads of governments, their responsible sub- 
ordinates, or official bodies.” Addresses and 
speeches of private citizens have been ex- 
cluded. Thus the Lend-Lease Bill is in- 
cluded but not the debates or hearings on it 
in the House or Senate. Footnotes inform 
the reader of the authentic source from which 
the material is taken, i.e., state papers, White 
House news releases, radio broadcasts, etc. 
V oices of History does not attempt to inter- 
pret the papers. Other sources are available 
and necessary to the study of the texts of the 
papers and speeches. 

The aim of such a collection, according 
to the Introduction, is to encourage investi- 
gators to consult original sources and docu- 
ments in forming opinions of current happen- 
ings. Original papers show trends and con- 
tain statements bearing directly on the 
prosecution of the war and the settlement of 
the peace without reflecting the bias of the 
historian. 

The Table of Contents is chronological by 
month. At the beginning of each section is 
a list of significant events of that month. A 
notation refers the reader to the page on 
which will be found the paper pertaining to 
the event. Topical arrangement would be 
difficult due to the complexity of the ma- 
terial. 

The volume has a detailed index in which 
speeches and papers are listed in boldface type 


under both the speaker and the country. All 
other listings, e.g., analytic entries, are in 
lightface type. The form of the index facili- 
tates full use of the book, despite occasional 
confused references. Under the entry 
Churchill, references concerning the Battle 
of the Atlantic are given to pages on which 
this subject is not mentioned. A page refer- 
ence under Darlan is to a speech of Church- 
ill’s where the former’s name is not men- 
tioned; the same reference does not appear 
in the Churchill entry. On the other hand, 
the Balkan Campaign and Dunkirk have the 
same page references both under Churchill 
and under the individual entries. These are 
slight defects, and do not greatly affect the 
usefulness of the book. 

The print is clear, the paper is good, the 
binding, fair. 

Although more limited in scope than some 
general collections of a similar nature, 
Voices of History is, within its own field, 
fully representative. That field, as has been 
stated, is defined as “the Axis philosophies 
of life, policies and intentions, as well as 
those of the United Nations.” Some of the 
material may be found in the magazine, Vital 
Speeches and some in the annual, Representa- 
tive American Speeches, but neither of these 
contains so rich a collection bearing directly 
on the war and the peace. 

The 1942-43 volume of Voices of History 
follows the same general plan as to content 
and arrangement except that maps are added 
to the chronology which precedes the impor- 
tant papers of each month. Although des- 
ignated in the title as 1942-43, the speeches 
and papers included in the volume cover 
1942 only. 

Voices of History is recommended for 
home, school and library use. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not 








SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





INEXPENSIVE VOCATIONAL MATERIALS* 


Occupational Abstracts. New York, 
Occupational Index, Inc., 1934-41. 59 
abstracts, 25c each. Quantity prices on 
5 or more. New Series 1943— . Monthly 
during school year. Annual subscription 
for 10 abstracts $2.50. 

These abstracts of available literature on 

a wide range of specific occupations fall into 

two distinct groups—the original series pub- 

lished between 1934 and 1941, and the new 
series on postwar occupational fields, ini- 
tiated in 1943. The original series includes 
fifty-nine abstracts now in print. Those 
published prior to 1940 vary in length from 
six to twelve pages and are 10 by 7 inches 
in size. Eight abstracts published since that 
time are six-page leaflets measuring approxi- 
mately 8% by 3% inches. 

Under the editorship of Robert Hoppock 
the abstracts were prepared by a number of 
authors including Harry D. Kitson, Pro- 


fessor of Education, Teachers College, 


Columbia University, and O. Latham 
Hatcher, who has been associated for many 
years with organizations and publications 
nationally prominent in the guidance field. 
Although most of the authors prepared only 
one abstract, Samuel Spiegler is given as the 
author of more than twenty. Mr. Spiegler, 
however, is not further identified. For six 
abstracts no author is given. 

The purpose of the series is “. . . to sum- 
marize what has appeared in print about the 
occupations described.” Information given 
is “believed to be true for the country at 
large” and users are urged to supplement the 
data given with material on local conditions 
in the field under discussion. 


* This and the following review were held 
over from the January Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, prepared by the Subscription Books Subcom- 
cag Evaluating Free and Inexpensive Mate- 
rials, 


Despite the variation in size and length, 
the content of the abstracts follows in gen- 
eral a uniform plan. Information gathered 
from available literature on a specific occu- 
pation is summarized under such headings 
as types of work included, abilities and prep- 
aration required, rewards, number and dis- 
tribution of workers, probable future trends 
in the field, advantages and disadvantages for 
the worker, a list of organizations from 
which current information may be obtained, 
and a bibliography. A section on union or- 
ganization is included when applicable. 
Since the adoption of the leaflet type of for- 
mat, information given on these various as- 
pects of an occupation is less detailed. 

No illustrations are included and only 
occasionally are tables or similar devices 
used for presenting statistical data. 

In some abstracts, as for éxample The 
Occupation of the Rural T éacher, numerical 
references to titles in the bibliography are 
included in the text of the abstract. How- 
ever, this policy is not followed consistently. 

The bibliographies vary. Some contain 
as many as forty-five references ; others, con- 
taining perhaps half that number, include 
out-of-print materials and “others difficult of 
access.” The more recent ones consist of 
as few as three or four “Recommended Read- 
ings.” The bibliographies are usually an- 
notated and contain references to pamphlets 
and periodical articles as well as to books. 
References especially recommended are or- 
dinarily marked with an asterisk. 

Some bibliographies contain items too 
technical to be found in most schools and 
much material too expensive or too hard to 
secure. Only about one-third of the items 
listed would be found in most school libraries 
and it is doubtful that many public libraries 
would have more than half the material in- 
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cluded. In most cases, the references that 
would be useful for schools and from which 
many of the statistics given in the abstracts 
were obtained, are included in the various 
vocational series reviewed by the Subcom- 
mittee in the January Bulletin. It would 
seem desirable to consult these sources di- 
rectly, if possible, rather than to rely on 
statements assembled from them which do 
not precisely coincide. 

A check of the bibliographies shows that 
a good percentage of the items listed are out 
of date. For example, Beauty Culture as 
an Occupation, c1938, has a bibliography 
“designed to include all recent literature 
on this occupation, available at the time of 
printing.” ‘Twenty-one items are listed of 
which three are trade journals and three are 
given without dates. Of the fifteen dated 
items, four were published before 1930, 
eleven from 1930 to 1935. The most recent 
item was three years old when the abstract 
was published. , Since the pamphlet is a 


summary of the material examined and that 
material is out of date, the abstract also 


must be. The Subcommittee also notes the 
omission from this bibliography of the 
pamphlets on beauty culture that were 
available in the various vocational series 
published by the Commonwealth Book 
Company, Morgan-Dillon & Company, The 
Institute for Research, and the National 
Youth Administration of Illinois when the 
abstract was published. 

To be of value to schools an over-all pic- 
ture of a vocational field must be presented 
simply and attractively—a qualification that 
this series does not meet. 

The quality of writing is very uneven. 
In some pamphlets the sentences are abrupt 
and bear little apparent relationship to each 
other. In some, the language is academic 
and beyond the reading level of high school 


students. The fact that the work is a sum- 
mary from many sources perhaps accounts 
for this unevenness and for the feeling of 
vagueness that the reader gets. The format 
of the series prior to 1940 is good, but the 
leaflets are difficult to use in schools and 
will not stand wear. 

Since the series is old, the quality of writ- 
ing very uneven, and the bibliographies of 
questionable value, this series is not recom- 
mended. 

New Series. Initiated in 1943, a new 
group of abstracts on occupations in which 
postwar employment prospects are good is 
now being sold on a subscription basis. The 
first title, The Occupation of the Children’s 
Librarian, was prepared by Sarah Allen 
Beard of Brooklyn Public Library. It is a 
six-page leaflet which adheres to the format 
adopted for the earlier series in 1940. Con- 
tent, too, follows in general the earlier out- 
line with the addition of a section on post- 
war prospects. An annotated list of three 
“Best References for Further Reading,” 
selected from thirty-one references exam- 
ined, is included. 

Scheduled for monthly publication during 
the school year, additional abstracts in the 
series will include, among others, Vocational 
Rehabilitation also prepared by Miss Beard, 
and Electronics by Forrest H. Kirkpatrick 
of Bethany College (W. Va.) and John E. 
Crawford of the Radio Corporation of 
America. 

Only these three abstracts were available 
when the Subcommittee’s review was in prep- 
aration. In examining them, the Subcom- 
mittee found no outstanding changes from 
the earlier series in style, in approach to sub- 
ject matter, nor in the bibliographies except 
that the latter are more highly selective. On 
the basis of these findings, the abstracts exam- 
ined in the new series are not recommended. 
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The Way of Life Series. Eric Bender, 
ed. Evanston, Ill., Row, Peterson and 
Co., c1940-42. 35 titles. boards, net price 
58c each. 

“The Way of Life Series” consists at 
present of thirty-five small books ( Unitexts) 
with more in preparation. According to the 
publishers, “Each book tells the story of 
some one ‘way of life’; an occupation, an 
industry, a profession, a social phase, or an 
historical period. Each subject represents 
an area of human experience that merits 
specific exploration for the benefit of youth 
who are facing the problem of orienting 
themselves to a complex world.” 

The publishers further state that each 
author “must meet two major requirements: 
he must be (1) an unquestioned authority 
on the subject to be covered; and (2) a 
thoroughly competent writer with a good 
literary background.” The following list- 
ing of some of the titles and authors bears 
out the truth of this statement: Land of 
Hope; The Way of Life in the Tennessee 
Valley, by David Cushman Coyle; Lone- 
some Road; The Way of Life of a Hobo, by 
Thomas Minehan; Treasure Shelves; The 
W ay of Life in a Public Library, by Lucille 
F. Fargo; Warriors of the Sea; The Way of 
Life in the U. S. Navy, by Rear Admiral 
Yates Stirling; Stone and Steel; The Way 
of Life in a Penitentiary, by Lewis E. Lawes; 
Green Kingdom; The Way of Life of a 
Forest Ranger, by William Atherton Du 
Puy. Eric Bender, formerly editor in chief 
of St. Nicholas Magazine and assistant edi- 
tor of Scholastic Magazine, is the present 
editor of the series, but the early titles car- 
ried the name of Walter Prescott Webb, 
Professor of History, University of Texas, 
as editorial director. 

The books are bound in boards and each 
contains sixty-four pages or more. There 


is an abundance of black-and-white illustra- 
tions, most of them made from photographs 
of actual scenes figuring in the text. Cover 
illustrations are appropriate to the content 
of individual volumes. In general, the il- 
lustrations add much to the attractiveness 
and value of each title and are unusual in 
books at this price. 

While “The Way of Life Series” is not 
primarily intended for vocational guidance 
material—but rather for supplementary ma- 
terial in social studies classes—many of the 
titles will be very helpful in presenting to 
young people background information for 
specific vocations. A few of the titles that 
might be used to serve this purpose are: 
Doctor Jad; The Way of Life of a Physi- 
cian, by Dr. Victor Robinson; Nose for 
News; The Way of Life of a Reporter, by 
Elliot Arnold; Rolling Stones; The Way of 
Life of a Civil Engineer, by Ralph Bennitt ; 
Keep em Flying! The Way of Life of an 
Aviation Mechanic, by Henry Lionel Wil- 
liams. 

Because the books are for the most part 
well written, attractive, copiously illus- 
trated, and small they will appeal to boys 
and girls of senior high school age, to some 
junior high school pupils and to many adults. 
“The Way of Life Series” is recommended 
as individual titles for school and public li- 
braries. 





ce to quote a review in full is 
granted only to the publisher of the 
work reviewed. Permission to quote a re- 
view in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Publishers 
of books or sets recommended herein wish- 
ing to refer to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recommended 
(or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part of 
the Association. 
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